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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [3.46 pm]: I move — 

That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, Companion of 
the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

I wish to begin by saying that it is an honour and a privilege to serve as a member of the Western Australian 
Parliament and to represent the good people of Western Australia. 

I acknowledge His Excellency for his enormous contribution to public life in Australia over many decades and 
his continued contribution and service as the Governor of Western Australia. I have known His Excellency for 
many years. Our first encounter was way back in 2001 when I wrote an email to his office asking how to join the 
Australian Labor Party. As I stated in my first speech, I joined the Labor Party because I identified with its core 
values. I wanted to live in a society that is fair and compassionate and where a fair day’s work returns a fair day’s 
pay and the most vulnerable in our community are supported and protected. The Labor Party believes in giving voice 
to the voiceless, creating jobs for the jobless and giving people a fair go. I had seen His Excellency on TV as the 
federal Labor leader at the time and I figured that there was no better person to ask how to join the Labor Party than 
Kim Beazley, so I sent his office an email. Shortly after, I received a reply with advice on joining the Labor Party. 
His Excellency played a very important role in guiding me 20-odd years ago and that has directly contributed to 
my involvement in the Labor Party in the time since. 

Parliamentary democracy is a fundamental pillar of our liberal society, and from the recent state election we can 
see that the people of Western Australia carried out their democratic duties with a very strong sense of responsibility. 
Western Australians looked at how the McGowan Labor government handled the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
economy and decided on 13 March to vote for Mark McGowan and the Labor team. I would like to thank the people 
of Western Australia for their trust and support. I would also like to thank all retiring members of this place for 
their service as members of Parliament. It has been a pleasure working with all members over the past four years. 
I would like to thank Hon Laurie Graham in particular for his assistance as my deputy Whip. When I was away on 
urgent parliamentary business, it was always reassuring to know that Laurie was in charge and all would be fine. 

I would also like to acknowledge the people who were affected, and are still affected, by the Wooroloo bushfire 
and tropical cyclone Seroja. I thank His Excellency for his words in his address. Before Kalbarri was devastated by 
tropical cyclone Seroja, my family was to spend the weekend in Kalbarri. It was devastating. It was very sad to see 
people’s livelihoods destroyed. I look forward to visiting Kalbarri and supporting the local businesses in due course. 

I would like to congratulate Premier Mark McGowan and WA Labor for the state election result. Under the leadership 
of Premier Mark McGowan, WA Labor received 59.9 per cent of the primary vote and recorded 69.7 per cent of the 
statewide two-party preferred vote. Not only did the election deliver the largest majority in the Legislative Assembly, 
53 seats out of 59, and in the Legislative Council, 22 seats out of 36, it also delivered the most culturally diverse 
Parliament—a Parliament that is more reflective of the community in which we live. I would like to make a special 
mention of two of my colleagues, member-elect for North Metropolitan Region, Ms Ayor Makur Chuot, and the 
member for Riverton, Dr Jagadish Krishnan. Having worked closely with Ayor and Dr Jags over the past year, I know 
that they are hardworking Australians who want to make a contribution to our liberal, democratic and multicultural 
society. I look forward to working with them in the coming four years and beyond. 

The McGowan Labor government achieved many great things in its first four years. To me, first and foremost 
was the passage of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. Before the debate, I remember the heartbreaking stories 
people told us about themselves or their relatives. I remember Belinda Teh who walked from Melbourne to Perth 
to raise awareness and support for voluntary assisted dying. I remember the days when the bill was debated in the 
Legislative Assembly and the day it arrived in the Legislative Council. I remember the sincerity and passion of 
all members who contributed to the debate. I remember the long hours and late nights we spent together here in 
this chamber. I remember the day the legislation was ultimately passed and became law for all vulnerable 
Western Australians who need it. It was a victory for humanity and it was a victory for all Western Australians. 

The recent three-day lockdown has been a reminder that we are living through a pandemic in which thousands 
upon thousands of people around the world are being infected and dying every day because of COVID-19. Here 
in Western Australia, our lives are almost back to normal, pre-COVID conditions and our economy is booming. 
Thanks to Premier Mark McGowan’s Labor government, Western Australia is a uniquely safe place in the 
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world. When there are signs of early community transmission of COVID-19, the Premier acts swiftly in the 
interests of keeping Western Australians safe. I commend the Premier for his decisive actions in protecting 
Western Australia. As we heard from the Governor, managing the COVID-19 pandemic will be an important task 
for the re-elected McGowan Labor government in the coming years. By keeping Western Australians safe, we can 
ensure that the Western Australian economy stays strong. As His Excellency said, WA is the only state with 
a forecast operating surplus. 
Globalisation has provided many benefits for Western Australia and Western Australians. At the beginning of the 
pandemic, international supply chains were severely disrupted. All of us know that we need more manufacturing 
in Western Australia and more manufacturing jobs for Western Australians. I am pleased to hear the McGowan 
Labor government has a new WA jobs plan, which aims to reduce interstate FIFO to create more jobs and training 
opportunities for young West Aussies and diversify our economy. I congratulate the government for making the 
creation of quality and stable jobs for Western Australians one of its highest priorities in the coming four years. 
The Governor also stated in his address that we have 43 female members of Parliament, which means we nearly have 
equal representation. This is an important milestone for Western Australia. When I was preparing my speech, for 
inspiration I read the Address-in-Reply that was delivered by my good friend Hon Dr Sally Talbot on 11 May 2017. 
I always look up to Hon Dr Sally Talbot as an experienced member of this place and a senior colleague of mine. In 
her speech, Hon Dr Sally Talbot discussed the important progress Western Australia has achieved in gender equality 
and female political leadership. I want to echo her celebratory remarks. Western Australia’s first female Governor 
was Hon Kerry Sanderson, AC, CVO; Hon Sue Ellery is the Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council; 
and Hon Kate Doust was the first female President of the Legislative Council. Today, we have our first female 
Speaker in Hon Michelle Roberts. In her Address-in-Reply speech, Hon Dr Sally Talbot remarked that if one is 
born a girl, throughout their life they are statistically more likely as an adult to be poor; to experience violence; to 
be repeatedly exposed to the feeling of being invisible; less likely to serve on a board or as the chief executive officer 
of a major company; statistically less likely to hold high office in the public sector; and less likely to be a highly 
paid sportsperson. Unfortunately, what was said four years ago still rings true today. 
In relation to violence against women, far too many Australian women have been assaulted or killed in incidents 
of domestic violence. We need to do better than this. Over the past 12 months, we have seen the Me Too movement 
against sexual harassment and assault, and we have seen courageous young women such as Brittany Higgins and 
Grace Tame speaking up in the fight against sexism, gender inequality and violence against women. More than ever, 
we need to address these issues as a community. 
When we talk about sexism, we have to talk about the similar yet different experiences of women of non–Anglo-Saxon 
backgrounds. American lawyer, philosopher and civil rights advocate Professor Kimberlé Crenshaw coined the 
concept “intersectionality”, which posits that people’s different social identities can overlap. Jane Coaston stated, 
and I quote — 

The lived experiences—and experiences of discrimination—of a black woman will be different from 
those of a white woman, or a black man, for example. 

Professor Crenshaw said that all inequality is not created equal; therefore, the experiences of an Asian Australian 
woman will be different from those of an Aboriginal woman or an Australian woman of Anglo-Saxon background. 
My good friend Pearl Lim wrote a fabulous article on International Women’s Day this year about the experiences 
and struggles faced by women of black and Indigenous backgrounds, women of colour, transwomen, queer women 
and women with disabilities. I must give her a massive shout-out for standing up for fairness and equality and raising 
awareness of the different yet similar difficulties women of different backgrounds face, because, as Pearl said, 
compounded disadvantage and inequality are not often explored in our public discourse. 
Since the start of the pandemic, we have seen a rise in anti-Asian racism, and the people who have been attacked 
are predominantly women of Asian heritage. Since early last year, a number of women of Chinese cultural heritage 
were racially attacked in Melbourne; a man of Korean heritage was physically assaulted in Albany and told not to 
go out and spread coronavirus; the house and the car of a family of Chinese cultural heritage in Perth’s northern 
suburbs were graffitied and vandalised with words such as “virus keep out”; during the transitional period after 
the lockdown in February when adults were required to wear masks and children were not, a mother of Chinese 
cultural heritage took her two young children to a shop in Perth’s south and was yelled at because her children did 
not wear masks; and recently we saw a third generation Korean Australian told to “go back to China” whilst waiting 
in a medical clinic in Canning Vale. 
The Lowy Institute, in its recent report, found that one in five Australians of Chinese cultural heritage were physically 
assaulted or threatened with violence in the past 12 months. It was further found that one in three said that they 
had been called offensive names because they were of Chinese cultural heritage, and more than one-third said that 
they had been treated differently or less favourably because of their background. 
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Although it is concerning to learn of these racial attacks and the findings of the Lowy Institute report, I am 
encouraged by the strong stance against racism taken by Premier Mark McGowan, Minister Paul Papalia and the 
Labor government of Western Australia. I vividly remember Premier McGowan in a number of his press conferences 
and Minister Paul Papalia as the then Minister for Multicultural Interests in a parliamentary speech last year strongly 
condemning incidents of racial attacks in WA. I thank them for their leadership and strong stance for social justice 
and fairness. I will continue to work closely with the McGowan Labor government in the fight against sexism, 
racism and other forms of discrimination. 
Last but not least, I was pleased to hear about electoral reform in His Excellency the Governor’s address. In my 
inaugural speech, I discussed our electoral system and the need for electoral fairness. I look forward to being 
involved in that process as a member of the Legislative Council. 
I would like to say that I am honoured and privileged to be a Labor member of the Legislative Council. I am 
also honoured and privileged to deliver this Address-in-Reply. I thank my leader, Hon Sue Ellery, for the opportunity. 
On behalf of honourable members, I thank His Excellency for his address, and with a great sense of enthusiasm 
and optimism, I look forward to the next four years of Labor in government delivering for the people of 
Western Australia. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Colin de Grussa. 
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